[Allergens in the household].
As an introduction a survey is given of the great changes the biotope "household" has undergone during the last decades which had quite important consequences regarding the composition and quantity of the allergens found there. Organic substances are of primary importance among the inhalation-allergens: especially animals (insects (housedust mites!) and pets), but also moulds and organic dusts. Inorganic substances, like fumes of cleansers or of formaldehyde, act more as primary irritants and only rarely cause real allergies. Among contact-allergens on the contrary, inorganic substances like metals, cleansers and the like are more often the cause of dermatitis than organic material, but juices of fruits, vegetables and sometimes also of meat or fish can provoke real allergic sensitizations.